Ils news and notes
August 16, 2017
Chapel Offering Envelopes

Today, each family received a box of chapel envelopes.  Each student is encouraged to use the offering envelopes they received today for our weekly chapel services.  You may use the envelopes in any order, and you do not need to fill out the information on the envelope.  There will not be chapel on Monday, August 21 due to our solar eclipse field trip.
Tractor Pull Lunch

Thank you for the items you have purchased to donate for the tractor pull lunch on Sunday.  Please also remember that every family should provide 2 dozen bars or cookies, individually wrapped, generous portions.  If you haven’t signed up to work a shift at the tractor pull, please contact Mrs. Lenz.  If you are not signed up to work at the beginning of the day, you may bring any food items or other items to school on Friday, Saturday, or early Sunday morning.  Mrs. Lenz will be stopping at school early Sunday morning to pick up any items that need to be taken to the tractor pull.

Kindergarten is held monday, Tuesday, and thursday.  No kindergarten on wednesdays and fridays through August and september.
School Pictures
School pictures will be taken Monday, August 28. Information for ordering pictures will be sent home as soon as it is received.  Return pictures forms and payments by Friday, August 25.  Shelli Garrett with Studio G Photography will be coming to Immanuel to take pictures this year.  Pictures will begin following chapel around 9:00 a.m.  Younger brothers and sisters in preschool may also come and have their picture taken.  If you plan to bring a preschool child for pictures, please contact Mrs. Lenz.

Lunch/Morning Snack

Following morning recess/P.E., students are allowed to have a morning snack at their desk.  Please be sure students pack a healthy, “clean” snack for morning break that can be eaten in a short time.  Fruit, fruit snacks, cheese sticks, crackers, etc. are some examples of clean snacks.  We try to discourage greasy or sticky foods or foods that drip or spill easily.

As we begin packing all those school lunches for the year, please remember that students should pack their own napkins and silverware.  We do keep an extra supply of these items on hand for times when they are forgotten, but we ask that students not fall into the habit of using them every day.  Make sure the food that needs to be warmed is sent in a proper container for use in the microwave or that a plate for warming food is included.  

Ladies Aid Lunch

One of the ways the congregation of Immanuel Lutheran Church is involved in our school is through Ladies Aid Lunch.  The Ladies Aid members provide a meal for the students to enjoy. These delicious home-made meals are donated to the children/school by the ladies.  What a wonderful treat for the students (and the parents who do not have to pack a lunch that day!) and a generous and loving gift.  Information about the menu they will serve will be announced in class or shared in a newsletter.  If it is something they would prefer not to eat, students always have the option of packing a lunch that day.  Our first Ladies Aid lunch will be Wednesday, September 6.  Students will not need to pack a lunch that day, but may want to bring a morning snack and a water bottle.   
Classroom Procedures
Although there are discipline guidelines in our school handbook, we will also be going over some general classroom procedures during the first two weeks of school.  Students will be bringing home these guidelines to share with you.   We feel it is important for you to also be aware of the procedures we have in place for the students.  Both student and parents are asked to sign the back page of these rules and return it to school by Friday, September 1.  After we have reviewed the rules with the students, we will send them home.  Please watch for these rules. 
Box Tops for Education
We are continuing to collect “Box Tops for Education.”   The little “Box Top for Education” certificates can be found on a variety of boxed products, not just cereal and food items.  The school is able to redeem them for 10 cents each, so they make a pretty simple and effective fund-raising project.  They no longer require the box tops to be trimmed precisely. You can send them to school at any time.  We need a parent who would be willing to count and send in these box tops later in the year.  If you are interested, please let me know.  
Prize Box

Here is something easy you can do to help the school.  Students are rewarded for keeping their desks organized by receiving a clean desk certificate.  They also receive a card punch or sticker each day that assignments are completed on time, assignment notebooks are initialed by parents, and no disciplinary checks are received.  Please help encourage students to continue these good habits by contributing to our prize box!  Once a month students can redeem their certificates/punch cards for prizes.  These include pens, notebooks, candy, gum, toys, jewelry, etc.  You can ask your child for ideas and favorite items they’ve received in the past. If you prefer, you can also make a cash donation for the purchase of candy or gum.   If you come across something you think the kids may enjoy, we would appreciate your help filling our prize box.
P.E. Schedule/Supplies

Grades K-3 will have P.E. on Mondays and Thursdays.  Grades 5-8 will have P.E.  on Wednesdays and Fridays. There will not be a P.E. class on Tuesday because of music.  During certain activities, all grades will be together for P.E.  Outside shoes can be used for outdoor P.E. classes.
School Cleaning – Thank You!
I want to thank everyone for helping with school cleaning and the playground maintenance.  God continues to bless our school with caring families who understand that everyone must do their part to make this school possible!

Contacting School

During the school day, it may be necessary for you to contact the teachers or your child.  It is best to call school during lunch break, 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  You may also contact me through a text message.  This does not interrupt class, and it is easy for me to check between classes.  My cell number is 308-940-0865.  If your child has a cell phone, they may bring it to school.  However, it should be turned off or kept on silent during the school day.  They will not be allowed to check their phone until after school.  Please contact me if you need to speak to your child.  I will have them call you.
School website

Check out the school website at ilspolk.weebly.com.  It contains the school calendar, special announcements, and the weekly newsletter.  Please note that the enrollment papers that you completed had a permission section for sharing students’ pictures and work on our website and publications.  If you didn’t notice that, or have special instructions regarding this, please contact Mrs. Lenz.  
Upcoming Dates

Sunday, August 20 – Polk Tractor Pull 

Monday, August 28 – School Pictures – 9:00 a.m. (following chapel)
Monday, September 4 – Labor Day – NO SCHOOL
Wednesday, September 6 – Ladies Aid Lunch – 11:30 a.m.
solar eclipse field trip

Our first field trip is Monday, August 21.  We will be going to Hampton to view the solar eclipse.  Since most of us plan to attend as a family, we will not meet at school on Monday.  Plan to meet at Mrs. Troester’s house in Hampton at 10:15 a.m.  After we have all arrived, we will walk as a group to the ball fields where the planned activities will take place. Following the eclipse activities, students are dismissed and free to return home with their family.

Admission is $2 per person.  The school has already paid for those of you who said you planned to attend and your children.  Please make payment to ILS by Friday.  If other unexpected family members decide to attend, they can pay $2 at the entrance.

Mrs. Troester’s address is 118 6th Circle Drive in Hampton.  Most of you will probably take the blacktop from Hordville to Hampton.  Go south on the blacktop to Highway 34.  Turn right/west on Highway 34 and go to 5th street.  Turn right/north on 5th street.  Go one block to B Street where you will turn left/west.  You will see a cul-de-sac on your left.  Turn left there on Circle Drive.  Mrs. Troester’s house is green.  Park in her driveway or nearby in the cul-de-sac.  Please wait in your vehicle or in her driveway for everyone to arrive.

Please dress for the weather.  Bring jackets or sunscreen and bug repellent if you wish.  Mrs. Troester will have our approved viewing glasses.  Although some concessions are available, please bring a sack lunch and plenty of water.  Water can also be purchased for $2.  Also bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating, whatever you prefer.  Our school will receive a designated area for seating, which we need to honor.  We ask that all families and students remain in our area for the most part.  If you choose to leave our designated area, please be sure you are with an adult.  

During the time of the actual eclipse, we ask that you return to our designated area to receive your glasses, which will be passed out shortly before the viewing.  Please instruct your child to follow all safety procedures given for using our viewing glasses.  We cannot stress enough that VIEWING SAFELY is very important to the health of your child’s eyes! Especially assist younger children to keep glasses on properly as they are a “one size fits all” and might be hard to keep on younger children.  

Finally, be aware that they anticipate a VERY LARGE CROWD.  Not only will there be many area schools, but the public in general is invited to attend.  Be cautious at all times and always be aware of where your children are located.  This is an event that requires us to stay together for the most part!

